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Th E following Letter was received in 
the Courſe of the laſt Month from one of 
the moſt tried and diſtinguiſhed Friends to 
the Rights and Intereſts of Ireland. The 
Information it conveys is of ſo important 
a Nature, and the Obſervations with which 
it is interſperſed, throw ſo ſtrong a light 


on the great Subject that at preſent agitates 
the two Countries, that the Gentleman, to 
whom it was addreſſed, has obtained his 
Correſpondent 5 Permiſſion to make it pub- 


lic. And, at his particular Requeſt, it 1s 


inſcribed, TO Fas PEOPLE OF 
TRE LAND. 


JuLy 2, 1785. 
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7 E T T E R 


FROM AN 


IRISH GENTL E MAN, 5 


MY DEAR SIR, 


AM forry that you Would have ſo ALLY 
apparent Reaſon to complain of my Si- 
lence. Three Months have paſſed, ſince I 
romiſed to tranſmit to you uninterrupted 


Accounts of the Proceedings of the Parli- 


ament of this Country, in adjuſting the 


| propoſed Syſtem of Commerce between 


the two Kingdoms ; at the ſame Time, I 
undertook to accompany theſe Accounts 
with my own Obſervations on the vari- 


ous Intereſts that might be involved in the 


progreflive Diſcuſſion of this important 


Oneſtion. — I have failed in my Promite ; 
—you accuſe me of Want of Zeal for the 
Intereſts of my native Country, and of In- 


attention to my Friend. 
But my Defence, tho' ſhort, will I truſt 
be ſatisfactory. To what Purpoſe ſhould 


J have troubled you with a Narrative of 


Proceedings which were certain to be re- 
verſed before I could have Time to report 
them? What End could it have anſwered to 
explain Regulations, which were propoſed 
one Day, only to give Way to Others of a di- 
rely contrary Tendency the next! 7 

what 
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3 
what Opinions could I have fubmitted- ta 


you, either on the general Outline of the 
Syſtem, or on any particular Article that 


formed the Detail, when every Hour's Ex- 


perience ſhewed me that all ſuch Opinians 
might be rendered nugatory and inapplicable 
by the total Dereliction of the Principle, or 
by the complete Change of the Proviſion on 


| which they would have been founded? 


This is my Excuſe. You will ſee that 
it is not framed for the Purpoſe. I take it 
from the Hiſtory of the Iriſh Reſolutions 
from the Hour of their being introduced in- 


to the Britiſh Parliament, to that in which 
they paſſed from the Crucible of the Com- 


mittee of the Commons, to ſettle and de- 
poſite their Sediments in the Houſe of Lords. 

| take it from the * PARTY COLOURED 
Comments which you will find in the en- 
cloſed Paper, hiding and oyerwhelming the 
Text; from the long Catalogu ie of: Altera- 

tions and Amendm: ats, which p the Miniſter, 
with the moſt nnertbareatied: Pliancy, and 
with a Verſatility unreſtrained by Plan or 
Principle, either fuggeſted. or adopted until 

the very BASIS of the propoſed Treaty has 

been FUNDAMENTALLY REV ERSED; 
until the EXISTING COMPACT), between 
the two Kingdoms has been KSSENTI- 


ALLY VIOLATED; and until Ircland is 


called on to renounce even her preſent Ad: 


Vantages, 
="; The 1 Newpintiont . . pure neg Refolutidh? 
and the Amendnents oed by Oppoſition,;! which, as ther have 
already a 10 Mithed in ins 0711teer Journal and other 


N 


1 
vantages, and to ſaddle herſelf with new 
and oppreſſive TAXES and RESTRAINTS. 
Vou recolle& how much we differed in 
out Opinions, reſpecting the original Propo- 
ſitions, as they were offered to our Parlia- 
ment by the Government of Great-Britain. 
You rejoiced in the Proſpect of unhoped-for 
Benefits, which the Fee difplayed 
to our Country. With a laudable Partiality 
to the Place of our Birth, you were impati- 
ent to congratulate me on the great Revo- 
lution that was to take Place in the Tratic 
and Politics of the Empire. Your perfect 
knowledge of the Subject led you to foreſee 
that the two Kingdoms muſt, in Courſe of 
Time, change Places in the federal Syſtem. 
Fou eagerly anticipated the Emigration of 
Britiſh ianufacturers, and the transfer of 
Britiſh Commerce; and in Company witl: 
theſe, you ſaw the Wealth, Power, and Con- 
ſequence of the elder paſſing to the younger 
State. But you accuſed me of Paradox, and 
imputed to me a Contradiction in Terms, 
when I agreed with you thus far; and yet 
contended that, in the End, the Syſtem muſt 
prove deſtructive to the eſſential Intereſts of 
Ireland. What was the Transfer but from 
cone SISTER State to another? What was 
« the Object of the Treaty but a friendly 
hn N of RECIPROCAL Advantages 
between the Members of one and the ſame 
Empire:?“ heft and ſimilar Arguments 
you urged with your uſual Spirit and Inge- 
. nuity. But 1 called your — 
: ord s 
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Words to Facts. I took you down from the 
Airineſs of Speculation to the Palpability of 
Practice. I compelled you to agree with 
me, that a Diminution of the Reſources of 
Great-Britain muſt be the inevitable Conſe- 
quence of this Emigration of her Manu- 
facturers; and that this Transfer of her Com- 
merce muſt be followed by the Failure of 
_ thoſe Revenues which ſhe had pledged for 
the Payment and Intereſt of the Debts of the 
Empire. I found you willing enough to 
acknowledge that no Proviſion was made in 
the Treaty that ſhould bind Ireland to pay 
any Proportion of the enormous Burdens, 
under which Great-Britain actually labours, | 
in Conſequence of thoſe Debts. Nay, you 
even contended that it would be unjuſt to 
call upon Ireland to contract ſuch an En- 
gagement. There was Nothing, you ſaid, 
even in the great Advantages held out to her 
by the Treaty, that could enable her to con- 
tribute any Proportion towards the Diſcharge 
of the preſent public Incumbrances, or the 
future Support of the public Credit. 
After theſe Conceſſions and Declara- 
tions on your Part, J adhered to my own 
Opinions. Your Arguments, for once, loſt 
their Power of Conviction. Not all their 
Weight, joined to my own national Par- 
tialities could make me diſcover either 
Siſterhood or Reciprocity in the propoſed 
Arrangements. All I could ſee was DE- 
FALCATION of RevenUE, Loss of pu- 
LIc CREDIT, and conſequent BANK- 
|  RUPTCY 


„ 
KUPTCY to Great Britain; and in that 
Proſpect all my Triumphs ended. I could 
find Nothing in my Obſervations or in my 
judgment that could make me ſeparate the 
Ruin of Ireland from the Ruin of Great 
Britain. | 
But however we may hav differed in 
Sentiment, reſpecting the original Propo- 
ſitions, you and I can have but one Opinion 
of een in their preſent State. What I 
foretold to you, but what you refuſed to 
credit, is come to paſs. The Iriſh Propo- 
ſitions have not boon ratified by the Britiſh 
Parliament. The Power of the Miniſter, 
which was to COMMAND IMMEDIATE 
AcgUuIESCENCE, has proved ineffectual, 
when oppoſed by the univerſal Senſe of the 
Nation. His Obſtinacy has been broken 
_ down, and conſtrained to give Way before 
the Notoriety of the Danger, to which his 
Ignorance expoſed the whole Union of the 
Empire. It could not have been otherwiſe. 
Alon Nature muſt have changed its very 
Eſſence, and every Feeling of Self-Intereſt, 
of local Attachment, of national Partiali- 
ty and Predilection muſt have been rooted 
out of the Heart before the Propoſitions 
could have been adopted by a Britiſh Les 
giſlature, in their original Form. 

It was from conſidering the Meals in 
this View, you may remember, that I have 
ever looked upon the Perſons who nogoti- 
ated this Buſineſs on the Part of Ireland to 
be no Friends to their native Country. In- 


B ſtead 


„ 

ſtead of eſtabliſhing F riendſhip, I knew they 
were ſowing the Seeds of freſh Enmities. 
They were wantonly provoking the Deſires 
of. Ireland, and inciting her to urge impo- 
litic Demands, which either could not be 
granted, or which, if granted, muſt be at 
the Expence of Great Britain; and conſe- 
quently muſt be productive of Diſcontents 
and Heart-burnings on the Part of Great 
Britain. And who is the Friend of Ireland 
that will maintain, that whatever tends to 
looſen the remaining Ties that bind the two 
Kingdoms together, or that may terminate 
in an Increaſe of mutual Animoſities and 
mutual Jealouſies, muſt not be deſtructive 
to Ireland. To reverſe the Situation of the 
two Countries, and to ſubſtitute Britiſh 
Jealouſies, for Triſh Jealouſies, and Britiſh 
Complaints for Iriſh Complaints, can be no 
leſſening to the common Danger. The Ef- 
fect muſt be the ſame, whether the elder 
Siſter thinks ſhe has to dread an uſurping 
and inſatiate Rival in the younger; or the 
younger a ſelfiſh, envious and obſtinate 
Monopoliſt in the elder. In either Caſe, the 
Bond of Affection and the Unity of Inte- 
reſts, which are the ſtrongeſt, and I might 
ſay, the only Links that can at preſent 
connect us together, are diſſolved. The 
Subjects of the aggrieved Kingdom, be it 
which it may, can no longer ſtand in the 
equal and friendly Relation of Fellow Ci- 
tizens with the Subjects of the other. The 
Intereſts that ſhould harmonize are render- 

ed 
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1 
ce diſcordant the Spirits become every 
Day more irritated and inflamed — the com- 
mon Enemy avails himſelf of the incurable 
Evil - and the Country that ſtands moſt in 
Need of Protection, throws herſelf into the 


Arms of a foreign Power, diftering from her 


in Laws, in Conſtitution, in Religion. 
I know not what PRIVATE VIEWS theſe 
Negociators might have to promote. I have 


heard of ſuch; I have heard, that to make 


Atonement for former Encroachments on the 
popular Intereſts, and to acquire ſome Re- 
commendation to popular Favour, was the 


leaſt culpable of the Motives by which the 
principal Perſon was actuated. But I am 


convinced, whatever Popularity he could - 
have gained by the Succeſs of his Scheme 
would have ariſen from popular Deception, 
or popular Ignorance. It would have been 


but the Deception of a Day; and to the 


Author of the Deception the Event would 
have been the ſame with what has ever been 


experienced by thoſe falſe Friends of the 
People, who, under a Shew of ſerving, lead 


them to their Ruin. 

T he following Aſſertions Iwill hazard, and 
with the greater Confidence, from the 
Knowledge I have of the Character and 
Diſpoſitions of my , Countrymen; I will 
throw every Conſideration of Policy out of 


the Queſtion: I will ſuppoſe that Ireland 


might thrive upon the Ruins of Great Bri- 


ain J will ſuppoſe that when Great-Bri-- 


tain ſhould be no longer able to Pres her, 
B 2 ſhe 
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ſhe might be equally proſperous, and equal- 
ly ſecure of her Conſtitution and Religion 
under the Protection of France. I will riſk 
the whole Queſtion upon her known Honour 
and Generoſity, and will conſent to her for- 
feiting her univerſally eſtabliſhed Character 
for theſe, her innate Virtues, if on a gene- 
ral Explanation and thorough Knowledge 
of the Injuſtice of the original Syſtem to 
Great-Britain, her univerſal Voice would 
not have been to reject it ; my Countrymen 
would have ſaid, * We wiſh for a Participa- 
tion of general Commerce with the ſiſter 
Kingdom, but God forbid that we ſhould 
„ invade or injure the Britiſh Commerce. 
„Free and independent as Great-Britain, 
«© we claim, as our Right, the ſame Freedom 
and Independence of Trade which ſhe 
enjoys; but we do not wiſh to exerciſe 
that Right any further than is conſiſtent 
with her eſſential Intereſts; from which 
we know our own Intereſts are inſepara- 
„ble. We will not heſitate to accept even 
<« Favours from Great-Britain ; but wie 
DEPRECATE, We Will REJECT, all 1x- 
JURIOUS SACRIFICES on her Part; we 
diſdain to enrich ourſelves at her Ex- 
pence, Let the Advantages of cach 
Kingdom be impartially conſidered by 
„ practical Men, the moſt converſant in 
«« Buſineſs, and the beſt qualified to in- 
* | e ftruct TT inform Government. Let 
'Y theſe Advantages be balanced on a broad 
unequivocal Baſis of EQUITABLE Inter- 
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change, and ACKNOWLEDGED REci- 
„ PROCITY; thus mutual Benefits will 
* produce mutual Confidence; and we ſhall 
e ceaſe to look upon each other with cold 
Hearts and ſuſpicious Eyes.” 
This, I am perſuaded, would have been 
the Language of Ireland, had the Syſtem 
been properly explained to her People. Such, 
I am perſuaded, would have been the De- 
clarations of her Merchants and Manufac- 
turers, had they been conſulted previous to 
the Formation of the Arrangement, or had 
they been ſuffered to appear before Parlia- 
ment, to deliver their Opinions after the 
Propoſitions had been framed. But I have, 
in a former Letter, acquainted you with the 
Hiſtory of the Negociation. J have led you 
into the Secrets of that inaufpicious Tyium— 
virate, * I have exhibited them to you ca- 
balling in the Receſſes of the Treaſury- 
Chambers, and there plotting a dark and 
miſchievous Enterpriſe againſt the two States, 
inſtead of an open and authoriſed Com- 
munication for eſtabliſhing a ſatisfactory 
Adjuſtment between them, conformable to 
15 Wiſhes or Deſires of either. From you, 
T have learned in what Manner the Reſolu- 
tions were carried in Ireland. I recollect, 
with Indignation, the inſulting Importunity, 
the intemperate and indecent Exertion of 
Influence in the Iriſh Miniftry, and the head- 
long Credulity and childiſh Eagerneſs of the 
Iriſh Parliament. What a Diſgrace, my 


F Triend, 
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Friend, has been entailed upon our delibe- 
Tative Councils! — Not a Merchant con- 
ſulted ; — not a Manufacturer called to the 
Bar of either Houſe ; — not a fingle Evi- 
dence produced, to diſcover if there was 
Nothing in the Syſtem that could either pre- 
judice the general Intereſts of the Empire, 
(in which we have now as great a Stake, 
and for which we ſhould now be equally ſoli⸗ 
Citous as Great-Britain,) or. injure any par- 
ticular Branch of our Manufactures, which 
are under the peculiar Protection of our Par- 
liament. A pompous and ſounding Speech 
from the Britiſh Secretary contained Docu- 
ment, Evidence, Demonſtration ; And for 
Delay, for farther Information, for Delibe- 
ration and Judgment: — What! ſhall 
„% we wait till Great-Britain has Time 
to diſcover the Scope and T' endency of 
the Reſolutions : — till her Manufacturers 
are made acquainted with the Danger, 
„% and take the Alarm?” — Shame! shame! 
Can this be credited hereafter? The great 
Deliberative Council of an independent 
Kingdom meet to conſult about the Expe- 
diency of a national Compact ; — a Com- 
pact that involves the neareſt and deareſt 
Intereſts of the Subject, that is to be bind- 
ing for ever; that is to lay the Foundation 
of eternal Confidence and eternal Amity 
with another independent State, Whoſe Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity are declared to be in- 
ſeparable from their own. They ratify this 
Compact; they confirm it in all its Parts; 

| without 
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without a Moment's Deliberation ; without 
requiring or receiving the ſlighteſt Informa- 
tion on the Subject; without taking a ſingle 
Day to conſult their Conſtituents: — And 
what is their Plea? — To keep the other 
contracting Party, their Sifter State, with 
whom they have folemnly pledged themſefoes to 
tand or fall, from diſcovering the injuſtice 
that is plotting againſt her; and the irrepa- 
rable In jury her Subjects are to ſuſtain by 
the Bargain. Is this among the firſt great 
and ſolemn Acts of our independent Legiſ- 
lature? But far be it from me to confound 
the People of Ireland with its Parliament. 
The People of Ireland are yet free from this 
Stain on the national Character. It is a 
Taint of the old and inveterate Infection 

which required all the Virtue and Energy 
of the national Aſſembly at Dungannon to 
correct; and which Nothing but the fame 

Energy and Virtue, called again into Action, 
can eradicate. _ 

But the Indulgence that was denied by 
the Iriſh Miniſtry to the Merchants and 
Manufacturers of Ireland, the Britiſh Mi— 
niſter, in the Plenitude of his Power, did 

not dare to withhold from the Merchants 
and Manufacturers of Great-Britain. They 
forced upon him, in Parliament, that Infor- 
mation which he was too proud and too con- 
fident of his own Abilities to afk of them in 
his Cloſet. They demanded to. be heard by 
their Repreſentatives ; — and fo + and 


forcible arc the [mprefſions which the antient 
and 


1 1 
and awful Inſtitutes of the Conſtitution ſtill 
leave upon the public Mind in this declining 
Country, that not even the preſent Houſe 
of Commons could be tampered with, or in- 
timidated into a Refuſal to heat the Voice 
of their Conſtituents. 

The Conſequence of this Debut to 
the public Anxiety was an abſolute and to- 
tal Reverſal of the Syſtem. Such Informa- 


tion was then thrown upon the Subject as 
alarmed the Miniſter himſelf; and convinced 
him, at Length, that he had been deceived 


and 5 | et from the Extreme of Injury 
to Great-Britain, he made but a ſingle Step 


to the Extreme of Injury to Ireland: Of 


his own free Motion, and in Conjunction 
with ſome Iriſh Individuals of his own ſe- 
lecting, he had wantonly expoſed the Com- 
merce of Great-Britain to manifeſt Ruin; 


he, with equal Wantonneſs, and with the 


ſame unadviſed Precipitancy, lets Deſtruc- 
tion looſe againſt the whole Iriſh Nation. 
He not only attempts to load her Commerce 


with new and oppreſſive Chains, but he 


would even rob her of the Independence 
which her People aſſociated to obtain, that 


they might protect her Commerce, and give 


it both Value and Security. 
Why ſhould I recall to your Mind Cir- 


cumſtances and Times in which you bore 


ſo diſtinguiſhed a Part. The firſt Fruits of 
the glorious League of our Volunteers was 


the Emancipation and Enlargement of our 
Trade, Great-Britain yielded; (no Matter 
with 


1 


with what Grace ) but ſtill ſhe retained the 
Power of Reſumption: we had then a no- 
minal Legiſlature, which had for Ages ſub- 
! mitted to be bound by her Laws: What 
ſhe granted as an AR *f Fa vour the might 
recal by an Act of. Power. The Spirit of 
the Nation, rouſed by long Sufferings into 
a proper Feeling of itſelf, (Que ſera tamen 
reſpexit,) foreſaw the Danger, and deter- 
mined to render its Redemption complete; 

we claimed Independency, we claimed Con- 
ſtitution; and we claimed them, among o- 
ther great and dignified Purpoſes; that they 


might be the Guardians of that Commerce 


Which we had recently obtained. 

But what is the preſent Attempt! under 
an inſidious Pretence of granting us the 
ne plus ultra of Trade, and of. completing 
what is ſaid to have been left imperfect in 
our commercial Emancipation, — we are 
required to relinquiſn our Conſtitution; we 
are to paſs once more under the Yoke of 
Dependency ; becauſe a Phantom of Ad- 
vantages has been conjured up before our 
Eyes to vaniſh in an Inſtant, and mock our 
Expectations; we are again to ſubmit to be 
governed by Britiſh Laws, and to extend 
that Submiſſion to all that is moſt odious in 


Legiſlation, the reſtraining of Trade, and 


the levying of Taxes BO... our e. 
tion. 
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The Fourth Reſolution, as it ſtands in 
the Note, came from the Mouth of Mr. 
Pitt himſelf. It expreſsly provides, that all 
Lau that have been made, or ſhall be made 
n Great-Britain, SHALL BE IN FORCE 777 
Ireland. Is not this the fulleſt and moſt 
unqualified, Reſumption of the Right of 
Legiſlation on the Part of Great-Britain that 
Words could frame? Is there in the whole 
Reſolution the moſt diſtant Reference or Al- 
Iuſion either to the previous Aſſent, or to 
the ſubſequent Ratification of the Iriſh Par- 
liament? We have not even the complimentary 
Softening contained in the Amendment. Vou 
ſee a broad declaratory Reſolution, meant 
to be paſſed into an Act of both Parlia- 
ments, for deſtroying the glorious Work of 
the Grattans, the Burghs, and the Brom- 
lou, for ſubverting the beautiful Fabric, 
conſecrated to our recovered Liberty, by 
the VoLVUNTEERSs of Ireland. EN 
The Fifth and Eighth Reſolutions were 
alſo propoſed by Mr. Pitt. They now ſtand 
3%%%%%ͤͤ% ũ . ls: ratified 
1 CAE reg 
The fourth Reſblution propoſed by Mr. Pitt was, that it 
is highly important to the general Intereſts of the Britiſh Em- 
2 that the Laws for regulating Trade and Navigation ſhould 
be tbe ſame in Great-Britain and Ireland ; and therefore that 
it is ESSENTIAL, towards carry ing into Effect the preſent Set- 
tlement, that all Laws which have been made, or ſhall be made 
in Great-Britain, for ſecuring excluſive Privileges to the Ships 
and Mariners of Great- Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh Colo- 
nies and Plantations, SHALL BE IN Foxce in Ireland, in the 


fame Manner as in Great-Britain ; and that proper Meaſures 
ſhould from Time to Time be taken for effectually carrying the 
ſame into Execution. & 

Bu Mr. Eden's Amendment, the Reſolution was altered to its 
preſent Form. | 
Lord Beauchamp, propoſed omitting all the Words from 
IzELAND, to, AND THAT PROPER MEASURES, 
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ratified by the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 
Of their dangerous Tendency, the Petition 


from Belfaſt has already, in Part, warned 
our Countrymen. They 1abject us even 


6, 


to be TAXED at the Diſcretion of a fo- 
** reign. Parliament.“ They leave us no 
Option, either as to the Expediency of the 
Impoſitions, their Nature, or their Quan- 
tity. They require us to charge ourſelves 
with a ferpeiual Revenue, in Violation of 
the firſt Principles of general Freedom : And 
the Meaſure of that Revenue is to be the 
Will of the Britiſh Parliament, in open 
Contempt of our Independency. But this 
is not all. The unqualified Submiſſion is 
alſo to extend to all occgſional Regulations 
of the Parliament of Great-Britain. Even 
the adulatory Clauſe of the Duties being to 
be laid, and 8 Regulations being to be a- 
dopted, by Laws paſſed in both Kingdoms, is 
omitted. No Softening whatever is applied 
to this double Tyranny. Weare firſt to be 
compelled to receive the Productions of 
the Britiſh Colonies, to the Excluſion of 
all other; and ſubject to Reſtrictions, on 
6 Expediency or Neceſſity of which we 
can have no deliberative Power; and then 
we are to receive them under a Tax impo- 
ſed by a foreign Legiſlature. The ſame 
Reſtrictions, the ſame Impoſitions, are to 
extend to our Articles of Export alſo; and 
this implicit Submiſſion to the moſt invi- 
dious Acts of all-legiſlative Power, is re- 
C2 | quired 
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quired of us, as an eſſential Condition, as 2 


Anne qua non to the Settlement. 


From the Miniſter's Rejection of Lord 
Beauchamp" s Amendment, you will perceive 
how ineffectual the patriotic Efforts of the 
Repreſentative of the Houſe of Conway, the 


grateful and well-informed Zeal of Mr. E- 
den, the Force of Mr. Fox's Reaſoning and 


Eloquence, or the varied Powers of enligh- 
tened Genius which Mr. Sheridan has de- 


voted through the Whole of this Buſineſs 
to the Intereſts of his native Country, have 
proved againſt the Determination that ſeems 


to have been embraced to riſque the Whole 


Treaty upon this Point. Theſe Friends of 


Ireland, (and Friends of Ireland they have 


ſhewn themſelves u upon this Occaſion, what- 
ever factious Prejudice may infinuate againſt 


them, ) ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the Admiſſion 
of the Principle. But all they could obtain 
was a ſoftening of the Expreſſion. The 
Poiſon remains in all its Virulence; but it 


18 diſguiſed in a more palatable Covering, 


that we may ſwallow it with the leſs Re- 
ludtance. For how ſtands the Alteration ? 
In the original Reſolution, as framed by Mr. 
Pitt, the Right of Legiflation was to be aſ- 
famed without the ſmalleſt Oualification, or 


the leaſt Reference to our own Legiſlature. 


We were to be bound, unconditionally, by 
AQs of the Britiſh Parliament. Under the A- 
mendments we are equally to be bound by 
theſe AQs; but the mighty Privilege of re- 

8i/tering them j 1s to be reſeryed to Us. be 


E 1 

Laws muſt appear on our Statute-Books be- 
fore they become binding upon us; but no 
Choice is reſerved for us, whether they ſhall 
appear there or not. It is ſaid, 22 Words, 
that our Conſent is requiſite ; but under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Treaty, and 
with any Intention of abiding by them, we 
have not a ſingle Power reſerved to with- 
hold, or eyen to modify that Conſent. Is 
not this bringing us back direQly to the 
Ground upon which we ſtood before our 
Emancipation? This Privilege of regifter- 
ing the Commercial Regulations of the Britiſh 
Legiſlature we enjoyed in the very worſt 
Days of our Dependence and Servility: We 
enjoyed it at the Time of our Compact un- 
der Lord North's Adminiſtration. The Du- 
ties we then agreed to ſubmit to, upon the 
Importation of Weſt. India Commodities, 

could only be impoſed by Acts of our own, 
' adopting the Regulations of the Britiſh Par- 
liament. Atzhat Period we were not bound 
to exclude ourſelves for Ever from all other 
colonial Markets. The Regulations, at that 
Period, only extended to our Importatrons. 
Our Exportations (except in the Article of 
Iron Ware, which was ſettled by particular 
Agreement between the Manufacturers of 
both Countries,) were ſubject to no other 
Controul than that of our own Parliament. 
But by the propoſed Reſolutions, we are to 
exclude ourſelves for Ever from all colonial 
Markets, but the Britiſh; and we are to 
ſubje& every Article, as well of our Exports 
1 1 a8 
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as Imports, to whatever Burdens, or,Regula-- 
tions the Britiſh Legiſlature may chooſe to 
impoſe upon them. The only Alternative, 

even tacitly left us, will be to. renounce at 
once all the Terms of the Treaty, to riſk an 
open Breach with Great-Britain, to throw 
the Intereſts of the two Kingdoms again a- 
float, and to plunge ſtill deeper into all thoſe 
Diſputes, Jealouſies, and Animoſities, which 
it is the profeſſed Object of the propoſed A- 
greement to obviate for Ever. 


If the Power of oRIGIN A TIN G the 1 _ 


gulations and Impoſts were to be RECIPRO- 
cal, I might admit that Something like an 
Equality of Independence would be preſerved 
to Ireland. But no ſuch Power is ſtipu- 
lated. They muſt. originate, excluſively, 
and for Ever, m the Britiſh Parliament : 
Wx are no more to be called upon to de- 
liberate on their Expediency, than we are 
allowed to object to REGISTER, and to be 
bound by them after they are enacted. 'They 
are Laws, either paſſed, or hereafter to be 
pafſed in Great Britain — They muſt be in 
Force for the ſame J ime, and in the ſame Man- 
ner as in Great Britain. Fe: 
But we are bound by theſe Laws, © only 
“ in as much as they impoſe the ſame Re- 
+ ſtraints and conter the ſame Benefits on 
« the Subjects of both Kingdoms.” — I 
know that in Ireland theſe were oN CE po- 
pular Words: they formed the Baſis of an 
Act of our Parliament that made the Au- 
thor of it dear to his Country. But, in Fact, 


they 
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they have Nothing to do with the great Point 
at iſſue. Mr. Eden, in moving the Clauſe, 
declared that he only wiſhed to get by it as 
much as he could for IRELAND. He withed 
to ſecure Something for her In TER RST, ſince 
Nothing could be preſerved for her Con STi 
TUTION — God knows, it would be hard to 
ſay what he has gained even for her Ix- 
TERESP. For I ſhould beg to know with 
what Propriety sIMIL AR Impoſitions on the 
Articles of Britiſh: and Iriſh Imports and 
Exports can, in their preſent comparative 
Situations, be called Ex RAL Impoſitions. 
Can-the infant Commerce of Ireland, in the 
ſoft Bone aud Griſtle of its tender Vears, 
bear the ſame Burdens and endure the fame 
Reſtraints as the full grown hardy Manhood 

of the Britiſh Trade? Regulations under 
which the one might thrive and flouriſh, 
would craſh and annihilate the other. But 
{repeat it; theſe Conſiderations have No- 
thing to do with the POLITICAL Injury we 
are to ſuſtain from the Adoption of theſe 
Reſolutions. The PRINCIPLE of re- aſſumed 
Legiſlation on the Part of Great-Britain ſtill 
remains, independent of every commercial 
Advantage we may acquire by our degene- 
rate Acquieſcence. © Whoever doubted that 
SLAVERY may not be gainful? But was it z 
Spirit of Gain that convened thei national 
Delegates at Dungannon ?---Was it a Spirit 
of Gain that united Conſtituents,” Repreſen- 
tatives, Nobles, Volunteers, Aſſociations, 
Religions, in one vaſt indiffoluble League, 
8 fred 
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fired with one Soul, and preſſing forward t6 
one Object? --- Or was it the pure Spirit of 


Liberty rouſing the People to reſort tothem- 
ſelves, to accompliſh their final Redemption 
from Subordination and Subſerviency, and 


to do away for Ever the PRINCIPE, that 
had ſo long kept their Fathers and them- 


| Telves under an ignominious and intolerable 
Yoke? --- What can have encouraged Great- 


Britain to adopt this Change of Language 


to Ireland? On what do they preſume; 


that they, ſhould addreſs themſelves to the 


meaneſt of our Paſſions, after our having ſo 
lately, by a Diſplay of the nobleſt, tri- 


umphed over Britiſh Prejudices, and aſto- 
niſhed the Reſt of the World ? Shall they be 


ſuffered to inſult us by an Appeal to our 


Venality againſt our Ambition; or to our 
Avarice againſt that dignified Pride, and 
feeling of Character, that ſets one Nation 
above the other; and that has ſo lately 


awakened in the Breaſts of Iriſhmen a be- 

coming Conception of themſelves, and a 
lofty Senſe of the Conſequence and Emi- 
nence of their Country? 2 


But it will be ſaid, the Independency of 
your Legiſlature is IMPLIED in the very 
Propoſition that is reprobated as ſubverſive 


of that Independeney. The AcxnowLEDd6- 


MENT iS CONVEYED in the avowed NRCESZ 
SITY of your ConsENT. Theſe Arguments 


have been ſtarted on this Side of the Wa- 


ter, and J make no Doubt but you will 


hear them repeated on yours. But is our 


Senſe 


1 


Senſe and Feeling of Freedom ſo ſuddenly 
blunted? Have we ſo ſuddenly loſt the Reliſh 
and Enjoyment of pure and genuine Inde- 
pendency, that we mall be expecied to ſit 
down contented with this cold, lifeleſs, paſ- 


Ave Subſtitute? Was this the Independency 


for which the Nation met to communicate as 
at the Altar? Was it for a Claim that was to 
be aſſerted only to he dormant, that we 
formed a League to ſtand together as one 
Man? --- For a mere abſtract Right ? --- Or 
was it for an honourable and profitable En- 
joyment of the Right; — for an ac7rve, ener- 
gelic, ſelſeimpelling, elf-dir efling Principle, 
e in ourſelves, and indiviſable, ope- 
rating PRIMARILY in every Thing that re- 
carded our own internal and external Polity, 
and paramount to every other Power upon 
Earth, ſecondary or Hand-maid to none? 


Look azain to the Days that are paſt. 


Was the Nation content with the Zacr? 
Seirrender of the Right of Britiſh Legiſlation 
_ conveyed in the Repeal of the 6th of George 
the Firſt? Did we ſtop at the Vnplied Ac- 
knowl-dgment of Independency conveyed in 
that Repeal? Did our Ardour cool, or our 
Perſeverance abate, until we had obtained 
a formal, explicit, unequivocal Renun- 
ciation of every Principle and Exerciſe of 
Supremacy, (whatever Diſguiſe or Shape 
they might aſſume)? An abſolute Declar a- 
%%, by a ſolemn Act of the three Eflates 
of Trend Britain, of the uncontrollable, 
unlimitable Independency of our Legilla- 
ture in all Matters, as well commercial as 


D political, 
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fired with one Soul, and preſſing forward to 
one Object? — Or was it the pure Spirit of 
Laber rouſing the People to reſort tothem- 
ſelves, to accompliſh their final Redemption 
from Subordination and Subſerviency, and 
to do away for Ever the PRINCIPLE, that 
had ſo long kept their Fathers and them- 
| ſelves under an ignominious and intolerable 
Yoke? - What can have encouraged Great- 
Britain to. adopt this Change of Language 
to Ireland? - On what do they preſume; 
that they, ſhould addreſs dente to the 
meaneſt of our Paſſions, after our having ſo 
lately, by a Diſplay of the nobleſt, tri- 
umphed over Britin Prejudices, and aſto- 
niſhed the Reſt of the World ? Shall they be 
ſuffered to inſult us by an Appeal 2 our 
Venality againſt our Ambition; or tô our 
Avarice againſt that dignified Pride, and 
feeling of Character, that ſets one Nation 
above the other; and that has ſo lately 
awakened in the Breaſts of Iriſhmen a be- 
coming Conception of themſelves, and a 
lofty Senſe of the Contequence and Emi- 
nence of their Country? 
But it will be ſaid, the Independency of 
your Legiſlature: is IMPLIED in the very 
Propoſition that is reprobated as ſubyerſive 
of that Independeney. The AcxNowLED6- 
MENT is CONVEYED in the avowed NxcRS- 
SITY of your Cox s ENT. Theſe Arguments 
have been ſtarted on this Side of the Wa⸗ 
ter, and T make no Doubt but you will 


hear them repeated on yours, But 1s our 
| | Senſe 


23 


Senſe and Feeling of Freedom ſo ſuddenly 
blunted? Have we ſo ſuddenly loſt the Reliſh 
and Enjoyment of pure and genuine Inde- 
pendency, that we hall be expected to fit 

down contented with this cold, lifeleſs, paſ- 
ſive Subſtitute? Was this the Independency 
for which the Nation met to communicate as 
at the Altar? Was it for a Claim that was to 
be aſſerted only to he dormant, that we 
formed a League to ſtand together as one 
Man ? --- For a mere abſtract Right? --- Or 
was it for an honourable and profitable En- 
joyment of the Right; — for an acfive, ener- 
gotic, felf-1mpelling, ſelf-direfling Principle, 
ent in ourſelves, and indiviſable, ope- 
rating PRIMARILY in every Thing that re- 
garded our own internal and external Polity, 


and paramount to every other Power upon 


Earth, ſecondary or Hand- maid to none? 
Look again to the Days that are paſt. 


Was the Nation content with the facit 


Surrender of the Right of Britiſh Legiſlation 
conveyed in the Repeal of the 6th of George 


the Firſt? Did we ſtop at the zmplied Ac- 


knowl-dgment of Independency conveyed in 
that Repeal? Did our Ardour cool, or our 
Perſeverance abate, until we had obtained 


a formal, explicit, unequivocal Renun- 


ciation of every Principle and Exerciſe of 
Supremacy, (whatever Diſguiſe or Shape 


rs might aſſume) ? An abſolute Decl/ar a-. 
hon, by a ſolemn AR of the three Eſtates 


of Great Britain, of the uncontrollable, 
unlimitable Independency of our Legiſla- 
ture in all Matters, as well commercial as 

D political, 
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political, external as well as internal? Sure- 
ly, my dear Sir, the Record of theſe Tranſ- 
actions is not ſo far removed; the Memory 
þ of them is not ſo diſtant and faint that 
1 they are to be ſuppoſed to have loſt their 

5 Impreſſion on the Minds of Iriſhmen of the 
N preſent Day. We read of many Nations, 
who have degenerated from the Example 
of their Anceſtors, A long Lapſe of Time, 
and the ever-varying Rotation of Events 
have changed and debaſed their Minds into 
a Forfeiture of Rights which they had inhe- 
/ rited. Shall we be the firſt to degenerate 
:- from our own Example ? Shall there ſearce 
B be a Point in the Succeſſion of Time, be- 
tween our Emancipation and our Relapſe 
F into Slavery? Shall we relinquiſh in c. own 
1 Ferſons thoſe Rights which we purchaſed in 
„ 8 our own Perſons, and by Exertions of ſo pe- 
1 culiar a Character, as not only raiſed us 
1 : above our own Level, but promiſed us : 
. Place above the greateſt Nations, ancient or 
=. modern ? 
I cannot think this poſſible. 1 cannot 
think ſo poorly of the diſtinguiſned Cha- 
racters; I will not ſay who led, but, cer- 
tainly, who encouraged and invigorated the 
Spirit that pervaded the whole Maſs of the 
People of Ireland in their late ſucceſsful 
Struggle. Can I believe that the Father of 
Iriſh Independency will ſo ſoon forget the 
 Hoxovss he received from his Country ? I 
ſay the Honours, not the REwarps , for 
I know Mr. Grattan too well to think that 
he 


99:1 
he would have received the REwaRDs in 
any other light than that of Honours. Can 
believe that, forgetful of the Indignation 
with which he put the Queſtion to him- 
ſelf on the Day of his Glory, he will 
«© take the Civic Crown off his Head, and 
„go under the Subjection of the Britiſh 
„Parliament?“ Or if Mr. Grattan * were 
capable of exhibiting ſo lamentable a Proof 
of human Weakneſs, and of the Fallibility 
of human Virtue, would the other great 
Perſonages, who aſſociated with him in that 


glorious Work, aſſociate alſo with him in 


Apoſtacy ? Would they declare themſelves 
content with PALLIATIVES and Q ALI H- 


CATIONS, and IMPLIED AcRKNOWL RDG 


MENTs of thoſe redeemed Rights which 
were to have been handed down with their 
own ſpotleſs Characters to our lateſt Poſte- 
rity? Would the Volunteers too combine 


againſt their own Cauſe ? If ſuch Degene- 


neracy could poſſibly reach Individuals, it 
would be monſtrous to e that it 
could pervade a Nation. 

Theſe are the Opinions, and theſe the 
Obſervations which a cloſe Attention to the 
Meaning and Tendency of the Propoſitions, 
introduced by Mr. Pitt, in Explanation of 
the orignal ſecond Reſolution, have ſug- 
geſted to my Mind, when conſidered with a 


View to the ConsTITUTION of Ireland. In 
their Effects upon our general Commerce, 


D 2 they 


* This Gentleman has not deceived the ExpeQations of our 
Correſpondent. | 


Th 


they appear to me to be equally alarming 


and ruinous. They reverſe the very Spi- 


RIT, PRINCIPLE and TENDENCY of the 
original Reſolutions : they ſecure no Bene- 
fits to Great Britain beyond what ſhe now 
enjoys ; but they call upon Ireland to re- 
linquiſh even her preſent Advantages, and 
to load herſelf with new and, oppreſſive 


Reſtraints. I will not trouble you with a 
Jong Detail. A few ſhort Obſervations on 


the preſent State of the Commerce of Ire- 


land, and the Change which the Reſolutions. 
are calculated to Effect, will be fufficient to 
Support my Opinions. 


Ireland has, Ar PRESENT, the Market 
with the Britiſh Colonies in the Weſt In- 
dies and on the Coaſt of Africa open to 
her Merchants on the ſame Terms as it is 


open to Great Britain. After the Expirati- 


on of the preſent Charter of the Compa=- 


ny, the Market of the Eaſt Indies will be 


alſo open to her. Her Trade with the 
United States of America is unclogged and 


unfettered: a Trade which has been the 
great Object of all her commercial Deſires; 


which alone would afford a Vent to all her 
Articles of Export, and which offers to her 
the ampleſt Source of the moſt lucrative Ex- 
change. To all the Countries of Europe, 
Great Britain excepted, ſhe can export eve- 
ry Article of her Merchandize, whether 
native or imported, and ſhe can bring back 
her Returns of every Species without any 


Other Reſtraint, either on the Export or the 


Import, 
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Import, than what the Policy of her own 


Parliament may at Times think eſſential to 


the general Intereſts of the Kingdom. In 
every one of theſe Branches, which em- 


brace the whole Trade that Ireland does or 
can enjoy, the new Syſtem, in its amend- 


ed State, will operate to her Diſadvantage. 
Her Commerce with the Britiſh Colonies 1s 
to be clogged in the very firſt Inſtance with 
Expences and Difficulties from which it 1s 
now exempt ; and, in Future, it is for Ever 
to be expoſed to new Reſtraints, unknown 


and undefined. From all Connexion with 


the Countries beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, whe- 
ther foreign or Britiſh, ſhe is to be pe- 
remptorily excluded, as long as the Parlia- 
ment of England {hall think proper to con- 
tinue to the Company its preſent Monopo- 


ly. Her Trade with the States of America 
is to be regulated entirely and excluſruely 


by the Britiſh Legiſlature. 'The Sixteenth 


Reſolution deſtroys, at one Stroke, all the 


Hopes ſhe had conceived from that riſing 
Commerce, and from the Favour and Pre- 
dilection with which the is conſidered by the 
Coloniſts, and invited to their Ports. In 
her Connexions with foreign European 
States, ſhe is to attend to all the Flucua- 
tions and Changes in their Intercourſe with 
Great Britain. In ſhort her whole commer- 
cial Code 1s to be ſettled for her by a fo- 
_ reign Juriſdiction, on the Scale of its own 
peculiar Intereſts. 
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The Ports of Great Britain are indeed to 
be opened to her for the Admiſſion of va- 
rious Commodities, which the preſent Laws 
exclude. But you will obſerve that the 
75 15 ocity, which was to have formed the 

Eafs of the Agreement, and which was 
held out to our Hopes in the original Pro- 
poſitions, is by the amended Reſolutions ef- 
fectually deſtroyed. Several Articles by 
which our Trade would have been pecu- 


_ larly benefited, are to be excepted from the 


general Indulgence. In theſe Articles the 


War of Prohibitions and prohibitory Du- 


ties is ſtill to be carried on againſt Ireland, 


whilſt the Power of Retaliation is to be de- 


nied to her, and all Arms of Defence are to 


be taken out of her Hands. In every other 


Article countervailing Duties (equally bur- 


denſome and intolerable to Iriſh Commerce 
in its actual State) are to be ſubſtituted to 


prohibitory Duties. Te Whole of our In- 


tercourſe is to be loaded with expenſive 
and vexatious Regulations cf Bonds, Cock- 


ets and other Inſtruments, at preſent un- 


known to our Merchants. 


The Effect of the new Syſtem being, NELLY 
fore, to cut off or circumſcribe the Inter- 
courſe of Ireland with all the Countries, in- 


to which the can at preſent carry her Com- 


merce, and to load the new Trade in which 
ſhe is to be indulged to Great Britain with 
Burdens and Reſtraints that muſt more than 
balance all the natural Advantages that 
might enable her to Profit by that Trade, 

all 


1 
all that is to be left to Iriſh Induſtry is a 
Competition between our Manufacturers 
and the Manufacturers of Great Britain. 
On this Part of thè Subject, I feel myſelf in- 
competent to ſtate my Opinions. The Pe- 
tition from Belfaſt aſſerts that, in many In- 
ſtances, the Propoſitions are calculated to 


ruin the Manufactures of Ireland. I make 


no Doubt but theſe reſpectable Perſons are 
prepared to prove their Aſſertions before 


their own Parliament. After what has paſ- 


ſed here, the Iriſh Government re not re- 
fuſe them a hearing; and if they can make 


good their Proof, I will leave it to you t 


form your Opinion of a Syſtem that pro- 
feſſes to provide for the Intereſts of the Ma- 
nufacturers of both Kingdoms, and yet is 
demonſtrated by thoſe very Manufacturers 
to be equally deſtructive to both. 
I have already run this Letter to a greater 
Length than I intended or foreſaw. Still, 


however, there remains an important Point, 


on which I cannot be ſatisfied with myle!?, 
unleſs I declare to you my Opinions. You 
will perceive by Mr. Pitt's Twentieth Reſolu- 


tion, that the Nature of the Prize, which 


Ireland is to pay for the ſuppoſed Benefits to 
be conferred upon her by the Treaty, is ca- 
tirely altered. Domeſtic Oeconomy, and an 
Attention to the Diſcharge of our exiſting 


Debts, and the Balance of our future Re- 


ceipts and Expenditure, were ſtipulated by 
our Parliament, as Claims upon the heredli⸗ 
tary Revenue, neceſſarily to be attended to, 

previous 


* Fo * 


[548+ 


previous to all Demands for the naval Ser- 
vices of the Empire, zu Times of Peace. In 
Times of War, our Exertions for the gene- 
ral Defence were only to be bounded by the 
public Exigencies and our own Reſources. 
This Stipulation, Mr. Pitt, on the very 
Opening of the Propoſitions, declared to be 
inadmiſſible. It by no Means, he faid, 


came up to his Idea of Compenſation: He 


was making a Bargain, not only for his 


own Conceſſions, but for the Conceſſions of 


former wunwije and inconſiderale Miniſters. 
Former Miniſters had laviſhed Favours up- 


on Ireland, without Condition, and without 
Return. He muſt have ſtronger and more 
ſatisfactory Sureties. Nothing leſs could 
content him than a /ol:mn, legiſlative, pre- 


ciſe Compact, ſpecifying the Amount of the 


Price to be given, and proportioning that 


Price as well to Profits hereafter to be reap- 


ed, as to Benefits already enjoyed. For 
this Purpoſe, the Whole of the ſpecified Sur- 
plus of the hereditary Revenue; that is, the 
Whole of what it is pretended the Iriſn T rea- 
_ fury is to gain by the Treaty, muſt be ap- 


plied to naval Services in Time of Feace as 


well as in Time of War; and independent of 


all Reference to Iriſh Oeconomy, or to the 


_ occaſional State of the other Branches of 


our Finance. 

In this moſt delicate Point, therefore, as 
well as in every other Part of the Syſtem, 
the Propoſitions are radically altered. New 
Principles are laid down, and thoſe in direct 
Violation 


Tx} 


Violation of the Aſſurances of Government | 


in Ireland, and in dire& Oppoſition to the 
detlared Senſe of the Iriſh Parliament. Will 
Mr. Brownlow, will Mr. Grattan, (who, to 
reconcile Mr. Brownlow and other indepen- 
dent Gentlemen to the Proviſions of the ori- 
ginal Tenth Propoſition, multiplied its Ob- 


ject, and ſtipulated domeſtic Oeconomy as a 


primary Conſideration); will they accept 
Mr. Pitt's Twentieth Reſolution in its pre- 


ſent State? God knows, the Whole of this 


| Buſineſs is an inſulting Fallacy; meant to 


mock both Nations, and to cheat them out 
of their Conviction. Great-Britain knows 


that ſhe will have Nothing 10 get. Ireland 
knows ſhe will have Nothing io give. And 


yet, in eſtabliſhing this viſionary. Fund, for 


enabling one Nation to pay Tribute to the 


other, an Attempt is made, bythat Spirit that 
manifeſts itſelf through the Whole Tranſ- 


action, to undermine our Conſtitution, and 
to ſubvert its /eading and charatterifiic Fri- 


vilege. I with I could ſay that the Guilt of 
this Attempt was confined to the Britiſh Mi- 


niſtry. But let it fall where it may, I have 


no Diſguiſe with you. 'The leading and cha- 


racteriſtic Privilege of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion is, that all Crans of Suplies ſhould be 


limited to one Year. The Fathers of the 


Iriſh Conſtitution, who founded it in Britiſh 


Privileges, have conſented that a Grant of 


Supply ſhould be perpetual. In modify ing the 
Propoſition they have ſubmitted to the Eſ- 
| tablſhment of the Principle, s 5 hey have 


E lent 
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previous to all Demands for the naval Ser- 
vices of the Empire, zu Times of Feace. In 
Times of War, our Excrtions for the gene- 
ral Defence were only to be bounded by the 
public Exigencies and our own Relonices. 
This Stipulation, Mr. Pitt, on the very 
Opening of the Propoſitions, declared to be 
inadmiſſible. It by no Means, he ſaid, 
came up to his Idea of Compenſation. He 
was making a Bargain, not only for his 
own Conceſions, but for the Conceſſions of 
former zvnwije and imconſiderate Miniſters. 
Former Miniſters had laviſhed Favours up- 
on Ireland, without Condition, and without 
Return. He muſt have ſtronger and more 
ſatisfactory Sureties. Nothing leſs could 
content him than a ſolemn, legiſlalive, pre- 
ciſe Compact, ſpecifying the Amount of the 
Price to be given, and proportioning that 
Price as well to Profits hereafter to be reap- 
ed, as to Bencfits already enjoyed. For 
this Purpoſe, the Whole of the ſpecified Sur- 
plus of the hereditary Revenue; that is, the 
Whole of what it is pretended the Iriſh T rea- 
ſury is to gain by the Treaty, muſt be ap- 
plied to naval Services in Time of Peace as 
well as in Time off War; and independent of 
all Reference to Iriſh Oeconomy, or to the 
occaſional State of the other Branches ot 
our: Finance. 
In this moſt delicate Point, therefore, as 
well as in every other Part of the Syſtem, 
the Propoſitions are radically altered. New 
Frineiples are laid down, and thoſe in direct 
Violation 
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Violation of the Aſſurances of Government 
in Ireland, and in direct Oppoſition to the 
declared Senſe of the Iriſh Parliament. Will 
Mr. Brownlow, will Mr. Grattan, (who, to 
reconcile Mr. Brownlow and other indepen- 
dent Gentlemen to the Proviſions of the ori- 
ginal Tenth Propoſition, multiplied its Ob- 
ject, and ſtipulated domeſtic Oeconomy as a 
primary Conſideration); will they accept 
Mr. Pitt's Twentieth Reſolution in its pre- 
ſent State? God knows, the Whole of this 
Buſineſs is an inſulting Fallacy, meant to 
mock both Nations, and to cheat them out 
of their Conviction. Great-Britain knows 
that ſhe will have Nothing. lo get. Ireland 
knows ſhe will have Nothing to give. And 
yet, in eſtabliſhing this viſionary Fund, for 
enabling one Nation to pay Tribute to the 
other, an Attempt is made, bythat Spirit that 
manifeſts itſelf through the Whole Tranſ- 


action, to undermine our Conſtitution, and 


to ſubvert its /eading and charaferi/tic Fri- 
vilege. I with I could ſay that the Guilt of 
this Attempt was confined to the Britiſh Mi- 


niſtry But let it fall where it may, I have 


no Diſguiſe with you. The leading and cha- 
racteriſtic Privilege of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion is, that all Cramæ of Sub/ies ſhould be 
limited to one Year. The Fathers of the 
Iriſh Conſtitution, who founded it in Britiſh 
Privileges, have conſented that a Gran? of 
S$1upp/y thould be perpetual. In modify ing the 
Propoſition they have ſubmitted to the Eſ- 
tabliſhment of the 3 They in 
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lent their Aſſiſtance in fixing a Precedent 
that cuts up by the Root the only Controul 
which the repreſentative Body has oyer the 
executive in the reſpective Legiſlatures of 
Great-Britain and Ireland. | 
Was this their Boaſtto Great-Britain, when 
they exhorted her fo ratify the conſtitutional 
Claims of Ireland, if for no other Reaſon, 
at leaſt for the Security which Great-Britain 
would acquire for the Eſtabliſhment of her 
own Conſtitution? What was their Lan- 
guage then? Can any Thing be more 
+ beneficial to Great-Britain, with a decli- 
ning Conſtitution, than that the Iriſh Nation 
+ ſhould have the Spirit of Liberty ?” The 
Iriſh Nation enjoys the Fruits of that Spirit 
of Liberty. The Iriſh Nation is as free as 
Great-Britain was ever free; yet one of the 
_ firſt Acts of the Iriſh Legiſlature 1s to ſap 
and undermine the yery Foundations of Bri- 
tiſh Freedom. Admit us at once,” ſaid 
they, © into the Poſſeſſion of our Birthright, 
the Vigour of our Youth will be the Prop 
of your old Age. Give us the Power, and 
* the moſt glorious Service in which it will 
be our Pride to employ it, will be in ſup- 
** porting the crazy Frame of your dec/inmg 
% Conſiitution,”, We are in Poſſeſſion of 
our Birthright ; we have got the Power; — 
and yet we arc the firſt to invite, by pond 
Example, the Hand of Ambition to ſubvert 
the venerable Fabric which we promiſed to 
ſupport, and to fhake the very Roch on 
vv hich it has ſtood for Ages, 
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I know 
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I know that theſe Obſervations will afford 


you ſome Matter of 'Friumph : You will 


regret their Truth, for the Sake of your 
Country; but they will ſupply you with 


additional Arguments againſt me in our 


old Diſputes on the Characters and Prin- 


ciples of ſome of our leading Patriots. But 
though I condemn the Meaſure, I cannot 
conſent finally to condemn the Men. They 
have been ſurpriſed, but not corrupted. By 
this temporary Cloud on their Characters, 


they ſuffer the Puniſhment of their Supine- 


neſs in permitting thoſe inſidious Propo- 
ſitions to be carried through the Houſe with 
ſuch unbecoming Precipitancy. But their 
future Exertions will be only the more ſtre- 


nuous and animated. You will hear again 


that warning Voice that called their Country 
to Wealth, to Independence, and to Freedom. 
Backed by thoſe brave and reſolute Spirits, 
who have ſupported them in former Strug- 
gles, they will never ſuffer new Fetters to be 
put upon that Commerce, in the Emancipa- 


tion of which they bore ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
Part, T hey will' never renounce the In- 


dependence of Conſtitution, which they fo 
gloriouſly aſſerted for the Protection and Im- 
proyement of that Commerce. 
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